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Sunday, September, 28, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Webcasters and Recording Industry Welcome
Passage of H.R. 7084

Bill Would Enable Implementation of Negotiated Agreements

Washington, DC — The House of Representatives last night approved by voice vote must-
pass legislation that would benefit all webcasters -- large, small, non-commercial and
simulcasters. The Digital Media Association (DiMA), SoundExchange, National Public
Radio (NPR) and the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) all applauded
the swift action taken by the House. It now moves to the Senate where supporters are
hoping for quick passage.

The legislation (H.R. 7084) sponsored by Reps. Inslee, Berman, Smith, Conyers and
Manzullo authorizes SoundExchange, on behalf of copyright owners and performers, to
negotiate new royalty agreements for Internet radio through February 15, 2009 with
Digital Media Association (DiMA), National Public Radio (NPR) and any other Internet
radio service. It will benefit all webcasters, including broadcast simulcasters. This
modification to existing law was introduced because Congress will be out of session as
discussions between the parties continue, and it enables implementation of an agreement
in the event the parties can reach an accord.

“Everyone is grateful to the sponsors of the bill and to Chairman Berman for getting this
through the House last night,” said John Simson, Executive Director of SoundExchange.
“This bill favors all webcasters and simulcasters — large and small. It paves the way for
SoundExchange to use the coming months to pursue helpful solutions that allow all
services to focus on business development. And, although there are no agreements yet, |
am hopeful.”

Jonathan Potter, Executive Director of DIMA was also encouraged. “This is an important
step. Hopefully the Senate will follow suit and we can return, energized, to
negotiations.”



“This legislation benefits all music webcasters and excludes none," said Michael Riksen,
NPR VP of Policy & Representation. “Passage will facilitate closure of an agreement to
enable all public radio stations to continue their public service through the webcasting of
music.”

Nothing in this bill affects the scope of sound recording performance rights or any
underlying copyright law.

Supporters are hopeful the Senate will take up the bill prior to adjournment and it will be
sent to President Bush for his signature. The parties expect negotiations to resume upon
enactment of the bill.



